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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the communication filed on August 1 0, 2001 . 

2. Claims 1-10, 12-26, 28-40 and 42-58 are pending in this action. Claims 48, 50-54 
and 57 have , been amended. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10,1 2-26, 28-40 and 42-58 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 1-10, 12-26, 28-40 and 42-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Kanevsky et al. (US 5,897,616). 

As per claim 1 , Kanevsky teaches, "a method of adapting a speech recognition 
system," wherein the method comprises steps of: 

"obtaining an identification of a speaker" (col. 8, lines 53-55); 

"obtaining a sample of a speaker's speech during a first remote session" (col. 8, 
lines 45-55, reads on "the system collects voice samples from the caller's answers to 
the plurality of questions and builds a user voice model therefrom."); 
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"recognizing the speaker's speech utilizing the speech recognition system during 
the first remote session" (col. 8, lines 45-48, reads on "based only on the scores 
achieved by the answers received to the questions, the server makes a determination 
whether or not to permit access to the caller."); 

"modifying the speech recognition system according to the sample thereby 
forming a speaker-specific modified speech recognition system" (col. 8, lines 45-55); 

"storing a representation of the speaker-specific modified speech recognition 
system in association with the identification of the speaker" (col. 8, lines 45-55) 

"using the representation of the speaker-specific modified speech recognition 
system to recognize speech during a subsequent remote session with the speaker" (col. 
8, lines 45-55) 

As per claim 2, Kanevsky teaches, "comprising a step of cumulatively modifying 
the speech recognition system according to speech samples obtained during one or 
more remote sessions with the speaker" (col. 8, lines 45-55). 

As per claim 3, Kanevsky teaches, "wherein the speaker is a telephone caller" 
(col. 1, lines 58-67). 

As per claim 4, Kanevasky teaches, "wherein the step of modifying the speech 
recognition system comprises a step of modifying an acoustic model thereby forming a 
speaker-specific modified acoustic model and wherein the step of storing a 
representation of the speaker-specific modified speech recognition system comprises a 
step of storing a representation of the modified acoustic model" (col. 8, lines 45-55). 
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As per claim 5, Kanevasky teaches, "wherein the representation of the speaker- 
specific modified acoustic model is a set of statistics which can be utilized to modify a 
pre-existing acoustic model" (col. 8, lines 31-35 and col. 1 1, lines 3-20). 

As per claim 6, Kanevasky teaches, "wherein the representation of the speaker- 
specific modified acoustic model is a set of statistics which can be utilized to modify 
incoming acoustic speech" (col. 8, lines 31-35 and col. 1 1 , lines 3-20) 

As per claim 7, Kanevasky teaches, "a step of utilizing the speaker-specific 
modified speech recognition system during the first remote session with the speaker" 
(col. 8, lines 45-55). 

As per claim 8, Kanevasky teaches, "wherein the speech recognition system is 
speaker-independent prior to first remote session" (col.8, lines 45-48). 

As per claim 9, Kanevasky teaches, "wherein the step of modifying the speech 
recognition system is performed during the first remote session" (col. 8, lines 45-48). 

As per claim 10, Kanevasky teaches, "wherein the step of modifying the speech 
recognition system is performed after termination of the first remote session" (col. 8, 
lines 30-35). 

As per claims 12 and 16, Kanevasky teaches, "step of authenticating the 
speaker's identification by the speaker's speech" (col. 8, lines 45-55). 

As per claims 13-15, they have similar limitations as claims 8-10, so claims 13-15 
are also rejected for the same reasons. 
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As per claims 17-26, 28-40 and 42-58, they have similar limitations as claims 1- 
10, and 12-17, so claims 17-26, 28-40 and 42-58 are also rejected for the same 
reasons. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abul K. Azad whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3838. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch, can be reached at (703) 305-6137. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 

(For informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 

Abul K. Azad 
October 17, 2001 
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